
Notes taken by Annette Williams at Kinglake National Park special field trip, 22 May 2011 
Head Ranger Ion Maher and Ranger Tony Fitzgerald  
The National Park consists of the Wallaby Creek Mountain Ash Catchment Area of 22,000 
hectares along with 3 other blocks 
 
Ion and Tony explained about the Black Saturday bush fires within the National Park.  

•  A huge area was burnt in very quick time. 
• Very high fire intensity – very hot fire. 
• Lots of bare ground after the fire. 
• In less ‘hot’ spots there is lots of epicormic growth and seed growth. 

 
• High amounts of run off has made it difficult to reestablish tracks. 
• Lots of changes to the landscape – gullies where there were none before. 
• Melbourne Water has been doing modeling for rocks moving through the catchment areas. 
• The Rainforest area is likely to be gone as it is being taken over by eucalypts. 

 
• In the initial stage after the fire two Botanists were used to quickly assess the vegetation. 

They highlighted 70 sites that had significant species before the fire. They looked for 
significant impacts like landslips and so forth. Thus the National Park team then had an 
action plan to try to look after the sites and species. 

• An example of this is the Swamp Bush Pea – it only grows in one place in the park. It needs 
to be conserved after it geminates, which occurs after fire. 

• (About every 50 years there is a big fire.) 
• There are four locations in the park that the Swamp Bush Pea grows that were planned to 

burn as a long-term strategy to generate regrowth. Some other strategies employed to 
conserve this plant include putting up fences to stop browsers. The Swamp Bush Pea 
flowered last November (2010) hopefully this will have set seed that will remain viable for 
approximately 70 years. The plant itself lives for approximately 20 years.  

• There are Biodiversity Objectives for the park, which means that management strategies 
focus around trying to hand onto species.  

• Rain has washed seed further down the Pea’s range. 
 

• Some other strategies for biodiversity include: 
• 4 plots 30 x 30 meters that are fences to protect from browsers 
• Approximately 100 goats have been removed from the National Park both shooting and 

trapping techniques have been employed. Some goats were radio-collared and released 
then tracked in order to catch more of the goat population. 

• Foxes are subject to control mostly with soft jaw trapping as it is though that quolls may 
occur in the park. 

 
• There is a Weed Program that has been very active since the fires. 
• Some weeds sit for up to 18 months after the fire. Holly is an example of this. 
• Thistles grew well when there was lots of open space. 
• There have been problems with a South African garden escape. 
• English Broom has been an issue especially at the edge interface of the park. 
• Blackberries! 
• Willow/crack willow/grey willow has been an issue especially along the creeks. 
• A South African Orchid that has never been seen in the park before appeared. It is thought 

to have moved in by windblown seed. Lots of work has been done to eradicate this 
species. 

 
• Soil erosion has been significant, as lots of soil has been moved from high country to lower 

down. Most streams running south to the Yarra River have deepened by 1-2 meters and 
widened by about the same amount or more (1-2 meters) 



 
• Coconut fiber ‘cigars’ have been used to catch water, silt and stop losing soil. They have 

also trapped seed. 
• There has been no need for aerial seeding. 
• 30-50 new species have been found in the park. Some species had not been seen for 

about 40 years. 
 

• Within the park are 16 Ecological Vegetation Classes (these are usually classified by the 
overstory) 

 
• Mountain Ash is a wet forest. Mountain Ash regenerates by fire. The Wallaby Creek 

Catchment Area has 300year old Mountain Ash. The top part of the catchment burnt in 
1982. Mountain Ash does not normally grow from epicormic buds but some are sprouting 
from epicormic buds. 

 
• Bush rats and Antechinus have moved back in following good grasses growth, as they are 

grain eaters.  
• There are a reduced number of animals but many are still here.  
• Lyrebirds seem to be great survivors.  

 
 
Use the Kinglake National Park Website to view some fantastic photographs showing succession 
after the fires – great stuff for year 11 Biology Unit 2 


